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Birtha, B.   Far Apart, Close in Heart: Being a Family When a Loved One is 

Incarcerated.   Children can experience many emotions when a parent is in 

jail or prison. They may be angry, sad, lonely, or scared. Sometimes friends 

act differently toward them. Sometimes the children begin acting differently 

too. In this important book, young readers will learn that even when it feels 

like nothing can get better again, there are ways they can improve their cir-

cumstances. Sending letters, talking to a trusted grown-up about their feel-

ings, and even visiting a parent in jail or prison can help keep a parent close 

in their hearts.    j PAR PIC Birtha 

 

Byrne, G.  Sometimes It's Grandmas and Grandpas: Not Mommies and Dad-

dies.  This warm and loving story shares a child’s experience living with and 

being cared for by grandparents through the eyes of a cheerful and delightful 

little girl.  Poignant moments expressing the child’s curiosity and questions 

give way to comforting and playful exchanges at home with Nonnie and Pop-

py. Spending the day with this grandparent–led family, we see that it’s not 

always Mommies or Daddies that care for children, and that’s okay!        

 j PAR PIC Byrne 

 

Hoffman, M.   The Great Big Book of Families.   Many families are depicted 

here, "...in all sorts of shapes and sizes." Beyond those children living with 

"mommy and daddy," there are also those living with just one parent, with 

grandparents, with "two mommies or two daddies," or adopted or in foster 

care. We move on to members of the reader's family: brothers, sisters, aunts, 

uncles, etc. Families live in all kinds of homes; some cannot find any. On 

double pages, Hoffman continues to note the varieties of schools, jobs, holi-

days and vacations, foods, clothing, pets, celebrations, hobbies, means of 

transportation, and emotions of different families.        j 306.85 Hoffman 

 

MacLachlan, P.  Mama One, Mama Two.  In the middle of the night a woman, 

a little girl and a baby, (who needs his nighttime bottle) cuddle together to 

share a story. It is the story of Mama One who was so sad she stayed in her 

room all day and had to go away to get better. The story is told by Mama 

One’s little girl who misses her.  It is also the story of Mama Two, who loves 

the little girl and will take care of her until Mama One is better.                         

 j PAR PIC MacLachlan   
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Morris, K.  Just for Now: Kids and the People of the Court. When Gilbert and 

his big sister Rachel go into foster care they meet a lot of adults who are 

there to help them-- a caseworker, foster parents, foster brothers and sisters, 

a lawyer, a therapist, a judge, their own court appointed special advocate 

(CASA), and a dog named Spud. Explains the roles of various people in the 

court system.     j PAR PIC Morris 

 

Pearson, J.   Elliott.  Not all children are born into families where their needs 

can be met....Whatever the reason, there are times when children must be 

placed in foster care to ensure their growth and well-being....Honest and 

heartfelt, this book about foster parenting and adoption is a needed addition 

to any collection. Told in soothing, repetitive text prose, with soft illustrations 

featuring approachable rabbit characters, this book reflects the experiences 

of many children.    j PAR PIC Pearson  
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