
Perseverance 
 
 
Beaty, A.  Ada Twist, Scientist.  Ada has a boundless imagination and has 
always been hopelessly curious. Why are there pointy things stuck to a rose? 
Why are there hairs growing inside your nose? When her house fills with a 
horrific, toe-curling smell, Ada knows it’s up to her to find the source. What would 
you do with a problem like this? Not afraid of failure, Ada embarks on a fact-
finding mission and conducts scientific experiments, all in the name of discovery.  
This book is the perfect tool to remind both young girls and women that they 
have the intelligence and perseverance to achieve their dreams.    jP Beaty 
 
Beaty, A.  Rosie Revere, Engineer.   Rosie may seem quiet during the day, but at 
night she's a brilliant inventor of gizmos and gadgets who dreams of becoming a 
great engineer. When her great-great-aunt Rose (Rosie the Riveter) comes for a 
visit and mentions her one unfinished goal--to fly--Rosie sets to work building a 
contraption to make her aunt's dream come true. But when her contraption 
doesn't fl y but rather hovers for a moment and then crashes, Rosie deems the 
invention a failure. On the contrary, Aunt Rose inisists that Rosie's contraption 
was a raging success. You can only truly fail, she explains, if you quit.    jP Beaty 

Breen, S.  Woodpecker Wants A Waffle.  One day Benny the woodpecker 
awakens to the best tummy-rumbling smell ever and discovers it’s something 
called waffles. He must taste them!  He pecks on the door of the waffle house, 
but he gets the boot.  He tries to sneak in, but he gets swept away.  Each time 
Benny tries, he just can’t seem to get to those delicious waffles. The other forest 
animals laugh at him: “Woodpeckers don’t eat waffles!” they say. But Benny has 
a brilliant plan. . . .   jP Breen 

Broach, E.  Gumption. Peter’s Uncle Nigel, explorer by trade, knows how to show 
his nephew a good time. When next he sets off to Africa to find the Zimbobo 
Mountain Gorilla, young Peter is right by his side. There are lots of dangers 
lurking in the wild, however, and whenever Peter calls upon his uncle for help 
he’s met with a jolly, “Nonsense, my boy! All it takes is a bit of gumption.” Peter 
soon finds his way, swinging on pythons, leaping on crocs and even catching a 
ride on the back of the gorilla itself, while his oblivious uncle charges onward.     

jP Broach 
 
Brown, M.  D.W. Flips.  It's D. W.'s first day in gymnastics class, and she knows it 
all. For D. W., touching toes and skipping in circles is easy, but when she is 
called upon to do a forward roll, she can't. After a long week of practice, D. W. 
masters the forward roll only to discover the new task at hand is the backward 
roll.    jP Brown 
 



Curtis, J.  Big Words for Little People.  A big sister teaches her younger siblings 
some important words, like "responsible," "persevere," and "respect."    jP Curtis 
Heller, A.  After School Sports Club: Soccer Day.   At the After-School Sports 
Club, Sammy is not as good at soccer as the other children, but he keeps trying 
to improve before the parents come for Open House.    jE Heller 
 
James, S. Little One Step. What do you do when you’re little and lost and your 
legs feel all wobbly? For one tiny duckling, the trick is doing "One Step," a 
surprising technique that enables him to walk under the tallest of trees and 
across the widest of fields. Using simple language and breezy, expressive 
illustrations, Simon James speaks directly to the heart of a child and shows that 
every journey, whatever the length, begins with a single step.   jP James 
 
Kaplan, M.  Betty Bunny Wants a Goal. Soccer is the first sport most kids play, 
and Betty Bunny is taking the field. She proudly announces that she will score 
ten goals in her first game. But like most preschoolers, Betty Bunny's ideas are 
not exactly in line with reality. When she fails to score a single goal, she decides 
that "soccer is yucky" and stuffs her uniform in the trash. Now it's up to her family 
to help Betty Bunny see the value of not giving up when things get hard. In a 
story about hard work and achieving your goals, Betty Bunny learns that with 
practice, she can do anything. But in Betty Bunny's world, this lesson has 
surprising results.    jP Kaplan 
 
Lum, K.  Princesses Are Not Quitters!  "Being a princess is the dullest ever," 
moans Princess Allie, who, along with her two sisters, decides to liven things up 
by trading places with three palace servants for a day. Supervised by amused 
Mrs. Blue, the sisters labor from morning until night, determined not to let anyone 
say "Princesses are quitters!" The next morning, although exhausted, the 
formerly spoiled young ladies take pride in their accomplishments and have a 
newfound empathy for others.  Best of all, the princesses, having learned the 
satisfaction of work, continue to help with chores.    jP Lum 
 
Miles, B. The Tortoise and the Hare.  Recounts the story of a race between the 
boastful hare and the perservering tortoise.     jE Miles 
 
Piper, W.  The Little Engine That Could.  The story of a train filled with toys and 
gifts for little boys and girls that breaks down before reaching the children. After 
asking several passing trains for help over the hill, a little blue train agrees to 
help the stranded toys. Even though she is small, the blue train tries her best to 
bring the toys to the children on the other side of the hill.    jP Piper 
 
Roth, S.  Not the Quitting Kind. An endearing story about a spunky young girl 
who tries out different endeavors -- from ballet to karate -- and feels like she fails 
at each one.  This inspirational tale will touch the heart of every child who has 
ever felt like giving up.    jP Roth 



 
 
Spires, A. The Most Magnificent Thing.  A little girl has a wonderful idea. With the 
help of her canine assistant, she is going to make the most magnificent thing! 
She knows just how it will look. She knows just how it will work. But making the 
most magnificent thing turns out to be harder than she thinks.      jP Spires 
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