
Economic Hardship 
 
Boelts, M. Those Shoes.  All Jeremy wants is a pair of those shoes, the ones 
everyone at school seems to be wearing. But Jeremy’s grandma tells him they 
don’t have room for "want," just "need," and what Jeremy needs are new boots 
for winter. When Jeremy’s shoes fall apart at school, and the guidance counselor 
gives him a hand-me-down pair, the boy is more determined than ever to have 
those shoes, even a thrift-shop pair that are much too small. But sore feet aren’t 
much fun, and Jeremy comes to realize that the things he has — warm boots, a 
loving grandma, and the chance to help a friend — are worth more than the 
things he wants.        j PAR PIC Boelts 
 
Brown, M.  Stone Soup.  When two hungry soldiers come to a town where all the 
food has been hidden, they set out to make soup of water and stones, and all the 
town enjoys the feast.    jP Brown 
 
Bunting, E.  Yard Sale.  Almost everything Callie’s family owns is spread out in 
their front yard—their furniture, their potted flowers, even Callie’s bike. They can’t 
stay in this house, so they’re moving to an apartment in the city. The new place is 
"small but nice," Mom says, and most of their things won’t fit, so today they are 
having a yard sale. But it’s kind of hard to watch people buy your stuff, even if 
you understand why it has to happen. This sensitive book shows that a home 
isn’t about what you have, but whom you hold close.    jP Bunting 
 
DiSalvo-Ryan, D.  Uncle Willie and the Soup Kitchen.   A boy spends the day 
with his uncle in a soup kitchen where he works preparing and serving food for 
the hungry.    j PAR PIC DiSalvo-Ryan 
 
Friedrich, E.  Leah's Pony.  Amid the Dust Bowl of the 1930s, Leah's father is 
faced with the loss of the family farm and puts his farm and equipment up for 
auction, but Leah comes up with the money by selling her beloved pony.    

 jP Friedrich 
 
Hazen, B. Tight Times.  A youngster isn't sure why a thing called "tight times" 
means not getting a dog.        j PAR PIC Hazen 
 
 
Mills, L.  The Rag Coat.   Minna, a young Appalachian girl, wants very badly to 
attend school, but she doesn't have a coat. Her father has just died and her 
family cannot afford one. When a group of mothers who gather at her house 
regularly to make quilts hear of her predicament, they decide to help her. Minna 
is thrilled, but when the new coat is finished and she wears it to the one-room 
schoolhouse, she is teased by her classmates for wearing rags.    

 j PAR PIC Mills 
 
Moore-Mallinos, J.  Daddy Lost His Job.  Job loss is stressful for the adults in a 
family, but for the kids, it can be downright scary. In this book, an unnamed little 



girl talks about the day that Daddy got the bad phone call. For a while, it was fun 
having Dad around: “He was always waiting for us at the bus stop so that he 
could walk us home.” But the illustrations show that kids can tell things are bad, 
even if they’re not told. What happens next—and what Moore-Mallinos advocates 
in a two-page “Parents Guide” in the back matter—is the involvement of the 
children in the family’s planning.  (On order December 2016) 
 
Taback, S.  Joseph Had a Little Overcoat. When Joseph's favorite overcoat gets 
old and worn, he makes a jacket out of it. When the jacket is more patches than 
jacket, Joseph turns it into a vest. When the vest's number is up, Joseph makes 
a scarf. This thrifty industry continues until there's nothing left of the original 
garment. But clever Joseph manages to make something out of nothing!           

 jP Taback 
 
Williams, V.  A Chair for My Mother.  A child, her waitress mother, and her 
grandmother save dimes to buy a comfortable armchair after all their furniture is 
lost in a fire.     j PAR PIC Williams 
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