
Homelessness 
 
 
Books for Younger Readers:  
 
Bunting, E.  Fly Away Home.  A homeless boy who lives in an airport with his 
father, moving from terminal to terminal trying not to be noticed, is given hope 
when a trapped bird finally finds its freedom.    j PAR PIC Bunting 
 
Trottier, M.  A Safe Place. To escape her father's abuse, Emily and her mother 
come to a shelter where they find a safe place to stay with other women and 
children in similar circumstances.    j PAR PIC Trottier 
 
Wolf, B.  Homeless.  A hopeful story of an eight-year-old boy and his family. After 
a night in a shelter, Mikey, his mother, stepfather, two sisters, and brother are 
referred to the Henry Street Settlement Urban Family Center on New York City's 
Lower East Side, a clean, safe facility with individual apartments for each family. 
Through Mikey's first-person narrative and Wolf's full-color photographs, readers 
see the family go about their daily lives over the course of about a year. 
    j 362.5 W853 
 
 
Books for Older Readers: 

Applegate, K.  Crenshaw. Jackson and his family have fallen on hard times. 
There's no more money for rent. And not much for food, either. His parents, his 
little sister, and their dog may have to live in their minivan. Again.  Crenshaw is a 
cat. He's large, he's outspoken, and he's imaginary. He has come back into 
Jackson's life to help him. But is an imaginary friend enough to save this family 
from losing everything?    j Applegate 

Jacobson, J.  Paper Things.  Richard When forced to choose between staying 
with her guardian and being with her big brother, Ari chose her big brother. 
There’s just one problem—Gage doesn’t actually have a place to live.     

j Jacobson 
 
Wilson, J.  Elsa, Star Of The Shelter! 10-year-old Elsa narrates this bittersweet 
account of life in an English homeless shelter.   Elsa copes by pretending she is 
a child star and performing comedy routines for anyone who will listen.    j Wilson 
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