
Making, Keeping, and Being Friends: 
 
Alexander, M.  Blackboard Bear.  When a little boy is not allowed to play with the 
older children, he creates an imaginary friend by drawing a giant bear on his 
blackboard.    jP Alexander 
 
Anderson, A.  Momo and Snap Are NOT Friends! When Momo [the monkey] and 
Snap [the crocodile] meet, each tries to outdo the other with comical results. But 
when danger arises, they discover the benefits of cooperation and the comfort of 
true friendship.    jP Anderson 
 
Baguley, E.  Meggie Moon.   Normally, no one dares to play in the yard where 
Digger and Tiger spend all their time, but when a girl invades, they soon realize 
that she has some brilliant ideas for playing with the junk found there.      

 jP Baguley 
 
Beaumont, K.  Being Friends.   Two very different girls find that the joy of being 
friends enables them to share their various likes and dislikes.    jP Beaumont 
 
Blabey, A.  Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley.  A simple tale of friendship between 
two children who are as different as night and day. Where Pearl is loud and 
boisterous, Charlie is quiet and thoughtful.    jP Blabey 
 
Bogan, P.  Virgil & Owen.   Virgil the penguin finds a polar bear and tries to claim 
it as his own, but the polar bear wants to splash with the terns, slide with the 
seals, twirl with all the penguins, and be called by his name--Owen.    jP Bogan 
 
Brenning, J.  Maggi and Milo Make New Friends.  Maggi's mother persuades her 
to go to the park and make new friends, even though her best friend, Milo, cannot 
join her because he is a dog.    jP Brenning 
 
Brown, L.  How To Be a Friend : A Guide to Making Friends and Keeping Them. 
Dinosaur characters illustrate the value of friends, how to make friends, and how 
to be and not to be a good friend.    j 158.25 B 
 
Brown, P.  You Will Be My Friend!  Lucy, a young bear, starts her day 
determined to make a new friend but her enthusiasm leads to all sorts of 
problems until, just as she is about to give up, an unexpected friend finds her.     

jP Brown 
 

Bunting, E. Mouse Island.  Mouse lives alone on an island. At night he watches 
the lighthouse beacon flash across the water, a warning to ships to stay off the 
rocks. In the daytime, he dozes in the sun, or searches for tasty sea morsels for 
dinner. Whales swim by and sea lions bark for him. Life is good. So why does he 
have a feeling that something is missing something that would make it even 
better?        jP Bunting    



 
Carle, E. Do You Want to Be My Friend?  A mouse searches everywhere for a 
friend.     jP Carle 
 
Chodos-Irvine, M.  Best Best Friends.  Clare and Mary do everything together. 
After all, they're best best friends. But on Mary's birthday, she gets a party, a 
shiny crown, and lots of attention--and Clare gets jealous. The best best friends 
get into a big, big fight. Only after Clare comes up with a way to make peace do 
the girls realize that between true friends, love triumphs over jealousy every time 
(even when it comes to crowns and cupcakes).       j PAR PIC Chodos-Irvine 
 
Crimi, C.  Don't Need Friends.  After his best friend moves away, Rat rudely 
rebuffs the efforts of the other residents of the junkyard to be friendly, until he 
and a grouchy old dog decide that they need each other.    jP Crimi 
 
Davies, S.  When William Went Away.  When Matthew's best friend moves away, 
he must learn to overcome his shyness and reach out to others to make new 
friends.     j PAR PIC Davies 
 
Dyckman, A.  Horrible Bear!  Bear didn't mean to break a little girl's kite, but she's 
upset anyway--upset enough to shout "HORRIBLE BEAR!" Bear is indignant. He 
doesn't think he's horrible! Then Bear gets a truly Horrible Bear idea. What will he 
do next? As Bear prepares to live up to his formerly undeserved reputation, the 
girl makes a mistake of her own, and realizes that maybe--just maybe--Bear isn't 
as horrible as she had thought.    jP Dykman 
 
Ferry, B.  Stick and Stone.   When Stick rescues Stone from a prickly situation 
with a Pinecone, the pair becomes fast friends. But when Stick gets stuck, can 
Stone return the favor?  In this funny story about kindness and friendship, Stick 
and Stone join George and Martha, Frog and Toad, and Elephant and Piggie, as 
some of the best friend duos in children’s literature.    jP Ferry 
 
Foreman, J.   Say Hello.   A lone dog comes upon a group of kids playing ball 
and with leaping ease, joins the game. They’re all having so much fun, they don’t 
see a sad little boy standing off by himself. Who will spy the boy and invite him to 
play?    j PAR PIC Foreman 
 
Galbraith, K.  Two Bunny Buddies.   On their way to have lunch together, two 
friends have an argument but when they go their separate ways, each misses his 
buddy.  jP Galbraith 
 
Henkes, K.  Jessica.  Ruthie does everything with her imaginary friend Jessica; 
and then on her first day at kindergarten, she meets a real new friend with the 
same name.     j PAR PIC Henkes 



Higgins, R.  Wilfred.  When Wilfred, a big, hairy, and lonesome giant, enters a 
town full of tiny bald people, he finds only one friend but that proves to be enough 
when the other townspeople trick him out of his warm hair.    jP Higgins 
 
Ikegami, A.  Friends.   A girl from a faraway place begins her first day at school. 
She doesn’t speak the language and she looks different. She just doesn't fit in. 
But one day, she makes an unexpected friend―a squirrel! Then a rabbit joins 
them. Soon the girl’s fuzzy woodland friends are followed by human ones and 
school becomes more fun! When a surprising new student joins the class, the girl 
and her new friends know just how to make him feel at home.    jP Ikegami 
 
Jenkins, E. Tiger and Badger. Tiger and Badger are best friends. Of course, 
sometimes even very best friends can get into disagreements —over a toy, or a 
chair, or even sharing some orange slices. But no matter what, after a bit of 
pouting and with the help of some very silly faces, they always make up. Tiger 
and Badger is an exuberant read-aloud bursting with bright illustrations to hold 
the attention of very young readers just learning to make—and keep—friends. 
 jP Jenkins 
 
Joosse, B.  Friends (Mostly).  Henry and Ruby.  Ruby and Henry.  Best friends 
(most of the time).  They give the best gifts and know the best games and are the 
best at keeping secrets (most of the time).  But even when Henry and Ruby don't 
get along, they know one thing: nothing is the same without your best friend.  
Henry and Ruby.  Ruby and Henry. They belong together all of the time.    

jP Joose 
 
Kelly, J. The Pig on the Hill.  An uplifting tale of unlikely friendship. A pig seeking 
solace and a breathtaking vista in his home high above the valley, is crestfallen 
when a duck moves in to spoil his view -- until he realizes what he's been 
missing.    j PAR PIC Kelly 
 
King, S.  Henry and Amy.   Any child who has ever experienced a moment of 
self-doubt will be both reassured and delighted by this heartwarming tale of two 
very different friends and their ability to help one another feel more complete.     

jP King 
 
Kirk, D. Ten Things I Love About You. Rabbit just adores his friend Pig. So he is 
excited to make a list of all the things he loves about Pig. And who better to help 
him write the list than Pig himself? But Pig is busy, and keeps sending Rabbit 
away. But no matter what Pig does, Rabbit is inspired to add another thing to his 
list.    jP Kirk 
 
Krosoczka, J.  My Buddy, Slug. When Alex hurts his best friend's feelings, he 
learns that sometimes staying friends means apologizing. Alex and Slug are best 
friends. They do everything together--morning, noon, and night. But does being 
best friends mean you have to be together every second? Slug seems to think 



so! Alex tries to get some alone time--at the dentist, at the library, even playing 
sick--but Slug won't give him a moment to spare. Before long, Alex explodes--
and Slug's feelings are bruised. Friendship isn't always easy! It's time for Alex 
and Slug to figure out the meaning of "sorry"--and to learn that some folks are 
friends forever.    jP Krosoczka 
 
Landa, N.  Sorry! Rabbit and Bear enjoy the wonderful feeling of being best 
friends, until they find a strange object in the woods and argue over whose 
picture appears within.    jP Landa 
 
Langreuter, J. Little Bear and the Big Fight.  When his friend won’t share at 
school, Little Bear bites him, and even though he is sorry, he wonders if they will 
ever be friends again.     j PAR PIC Langreuter 
 
Ludwig, T. The Invisible Boy.  Brian feels invisible. His teacher hardly notices 
him, the other kids never invite him to play, and he eats lunch alone. One day, a 
new boy, Justin, joins the class. The other children make fun of him, but Brian 
slips him a friendly note. When it is time to find partners for a class project, Justin 
asks Brian to join him and another boy and finally Brian is no longer invisible!    
 jP Ludwig  
 
Monson, A.M.  Wanted--Best Friend.  Cat advertises for a new playmate when 
his best friend Mouse refused to play checkers.    j PAR PIC Monson 
 
Portis, A. Best Frints in The Whole Universe. Yelfred and Omek have been best 
frints since they were little blobbies. They play and snack, and sometimes they 
even fight, all in a language similar to but slightly different from, English. When 
Omek decides to borrow Yelfred's new spaceship without asking (and then 
crashes it), it sparks the biggest fight yet. Can these two best frints make up and 
move on?    jP Portis 
 
Rayner, C.  Solomon Crocodile.  Solomon Crocodile's rough play prevents him 
from making friends down by the river until a stranger comes stomping through 
the reeds!    jP Rayner 

Reynolds, A. Nerdy Birdy.  Nerdy Birdy likes reading, video games, and reading 
about video games, which immediately disqualifies him for membership in the 
cool crowd.   One thing is clear: being a nerdy birdy is a lonely lifestyle.  But 
when he's at his lowest point, Nerdy Birdy meets a flock just like him. He has 
friends and discovers that there are far more nerdy birdies than cool birdies in the 
sky.    jP Reynolds 

Sandall, E.  Copycat Bear!  Mango the bird has a 'ginormous' bear friend named 
Blue. To Mango's annoyance, Blue copies everything Mango does. One day, 
Mango has had enough of Blue's copying and flies off in a huff. But once she's 
on her own, she finds herself thinking only of Blue    jP Sandall 



Van Wright, C. When an Alien Meets a Swamp Monster.  When Alik and Boi 
accidentally bump into each other at the pond, they aren’t exactly thrilled. In fact, 
they’re terrified! Boi thinks Alik is a swamp monster, and Alik thinks Boi is a 
space alien. Both run home in a panic to share their news, but their families don’t 
believe them. If only Alik and Boi can drum up the courage to venture back 
outside, they just might cross paths again and realize how much they have in 
common.     jP VanWright 
 
Watt, M.  Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend.  Scaredy Squirrel, a squirrel who 
never leaves his nut tree because he's afraid of the unknown, finds someone 
perfectly safe to make friends with. Join him on his journey to friendship.       

 jP Watt 
 
Wells, R. Felix Stands Tall.  Felix has a new best friend! With take-charge Fiona, 
anything seems possible, and before Felix knows it, she sweeps him into singing 
and dancing with her as pixies in the Guinea Pig Jubilee talent show. But right 
after Felix's first-prize triumph, trouble waits in the wings. "Twinkletoes!" 
someone taunts, and Felix crumbles. Can he pull himself together and face down 
the bullies? With a little help from Fiona, can Felix find a magic key that unlocks 
the secret to standing up--to anyone?    jP Wells 
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